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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

There is submitted a Committee renort of aceident investization involving
AT-10 airplane, AF Ho. 41-1751.

A period of team transition flying had been accomplished by Lt. Russell E,
‘urphy, pilot, and Lt. Louis R. Berner as co-~ilot. On the next flight in same
airplane, Lt, lfur-hy was scheduled as co-pilot and Lt, Wilbur F. McGinley as
pilot.

The Committee could gain no information from statement made by Lt. Berner,
who was on first flight, which might be hel-ful in determining a cause for the
accident which occurred immedia tely after first take-off of second transition
period,

Parsonnel on the flight line who witnessed the take-off and crash were in-
terrogated, and from their statements, the Committee established the following
to be true: The airplane did not clear the runway on take-off in a normal manner.
After using all the runway, a take-off was effected at low airspeed and at no
time before crash was an estimated altitude of over fifty (50) feet reached.
This would indicate proper power output from engines was not being received on
take-off, ;

I'mediately after take-off, the following call was received by the control
torer and heard by other airplanes flying locally: "527 single engine on take----."
The number "527" was field mumber for the alrplane involved in accident.

The airplane was completely destroyed by fire upon impact with ground after
striking several trees. The ergines were severely burned; but upon tear-down in-
spection, the adapter assembly fuel pumn drive on left engine was found to be
broken. With cross-feed in "off" position, the failure of this part would leave
only the gas remaining in the carburetor to be burned before engine stopped.
Furthermore, this part would have had to break after take-off run was started;
otherwise, enjine failure would have occurred before ship reached take-off position.
Standard procedure at this station is for cross-feed to be in "on" position before
take-off. It appears that failure of this part was probably caused by impect at
time of crash.

Although the Committee has not been able to find or establish a definite

cause for loss of power in either one (1) or both engines, cvidence indicates this (

to have occurred and is ;iven as the underlying cause for the accident.

In connection with this accident, the'Cmittee feels that action as recom-
mended below would have averted a fatal accident ard should be brought to the
attention of all flying personnel at this station:

1. If oroper power 1s not being received when attempting take-off, cut
throttles immediately and stop the airplane.

2. 7Zngine failure in an AT-10 type alrplane immediately after take-off,
while at low airspeed, will invariably result in a forced landing; and with a
nowledge of the terrain ahead (as should have been true in this case), good
Judgrent would have dictated an imediate landing.

Inclosuress
1l - Statements of Principal Titnesses
2 - Preliminary Ins-ection Report
3 = Photographs :
4 = 2 coples EFTC-13 (attached to lst copy)

25 March 1944,

f



STAT PMENT

On the rizht of 16 March 1944, I was assigned to AT-10 airnlane,
AF No, 41-1751, as ~o-pilot. Te were to shnot blackout landings at
Bem's Field from 20:00 until 21:00 %7,

The usual outside visual insrection of the plane was made and all
seemed to be rormal. The engines had no excessive oil upon them and
were atill warm from the vrevious flight. The nilot checked the zaso-
lire on the rizht side and I checked the left. FKe ctated that his
tank was ful) and I found ‘hat nine was within two (2) inches of the
top. The z=s gauge registered 10/10 in the right tank and 9/10 in the
left.

The usual hefore-sterting, after-starting, and nra-take-off checks
were ac:om lished before teking off on runway 27 at epproximately 20:05
T, Tre only thing which appeared out of the ordirary in these checks
was a fluctuation of the left RPHs just after tle rrops were changed.

The first take-off was normal in all resnects. e climbnd to an
eltitude of two thousand (2710) «feet, circled Bemis, entered traffic and
landed on rurway 18. The first take-off run after landing seemed a bit
long to me although the pilot stated the trim tab was a bit too far
back. On the second, the tab was set a quarter of a turn forward. On
this take-off, the shi; seemed to be pulled off of the grourd, as it
vibrated a bit before becoming airborne. I glanced at the airspeed
at tha +ime and it read between sixty-five (65) and seventy (70) miles
per tour. Because of this, we checked for carburetor ice on the down-
wird leg, but -~one seemed to be presert by ell irdications.

' The third ground run was about the same as the first, but much
better than the second. After this take-off, we climbed to two thousand
(2000) feet, came into the pattern at oody, and were on the apporoach on
runway 13 when the tower called and we circled the field wrile landing
directions were changed to runway 22. Te landed at approxirately 21:10
™7 and taxied back to thre parkin; area where the engines wer: storped.
Jas tanks were changed during tre flirht and carburetor ice was also
checked three (3) or four (4) times. All seemed to work well except
for the fluctustion of the left masneto indicator durin: change of RPM.

e LOUIS R, BRRNER, JR.,
2nd Lient., Air Corps.



STATEMENT

On the evening of 16 March 1944, 2nd Lt, McGinlay, ™. F., ASH
0-3193490, as pilot, and 2nd Lt. Murphy, R. E., ASN 0-223509, as co-
pllot, were engaged in a scheduled night local transition flight in
AT-10 eirplane, AF llo. 41-1751.

The wind direction and velocity was five (5) miles per hour
from the south-southwest. The take-off was initiated west on the
cast-west runway fron intsrsection No. 7.7 Shortly after take=-off,
the following call was received by the undersigned control towsr
officers "527 single engine on take ---", at which time, 21:49 27T,
the plane exploded upon making contact with the ground approximately
three-fourths (3/4) mile from the end of the runway. The nlane
burned and was a complete wreck. 3Both the pilot and the co-pilot
were killed instantly and burned beyond recognition.

The plane had been flow: for a perisd of one hour and fifteen
minutes (1:15) just prior to the abive mentioned take-off with 2nd
Lt. urphy, R. E., as pilot, and no unusual occurrences were reported.

) VLA
TARDELL Z. HINDERKS,
Captain, Air Corps.
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MOODY FIELD SUB-DEPOT
MAINTENANCE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
PRELIMINARY INSPECTION REPORT

Memorandum to: Rudolph Parrish, 1st Lt,, 4, C,

Preliminary Inspection discloses the following repairs are needed on equipment
listed below:

Airplane Type.___AT-10BH A.A.F. No.__41=1751

' - Left Right
Engines Type R-680-13 A.A.F. No.__42-171872 42-172038
Total Time On Airplanes 1898125 Home Station_Moody Field, Geargis %
Total Time On Engines L: 339125 R:__339125 Arrival Date_17 Mar, 1944

for Barier,
f Inspector,
Sub-Depot Maintenance,

Estimated Time for Repair Awaiting survey, Z
Inspgcted by, /; ;
] Jobhf R.
c

20007
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HEADQUARTERS

ARMY AIR FORCES PILOT SCHOOL (ADVANG!D 2 CNGINE)
MOODY FIELD, VALDOSTA, GEORGIA

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OPFICER 12-mld
360.33 . ”""" § Uff‘"’ 25 Yarch 1944
N s

SUBJECT: Report of Aircraft Accident (D AAF Form No. 14).

TO : Chief, Flying 3afety, Army Air Forces, '1h-ton-5alem

North Carolina,

1. Report of Aircraft Accident (7D AAF Form Yo. 14) nertaining to
an accident involving AT-10 airplane, AF Mo. 41-1751, is transmitted
herewith tojether with supporting papers in accordance with peragraph 1 a,
Section V, Part Eizht, AAT Regulation !lo. 62-14A, dated 28 January 1944.

2. This report has been porsoni!ly exanined by the undersigned, and
the findings and recormmerdations of the Aircraft Accident Committee are

concurred in,
&

3. The recommendations as set forth on Form No. 1, have been brought
to the attention of all flying personnel at this station,

4. This accident was not caused by a violation of Flying Regulations.

5. As authorized by paragraph 2 b, Section I, Part Six, AAF Regula-
tion 62-14A, dated 23 January 1944, report of investigation by Intelligence

Officer is being forwarded.

1 Incl.
m m FQI"JI :30. M,
Airplane Yo. 41-1751.

W, P
.l" 28 “ : } !
Ci&v . ‘.L.N b ...-

-]l -

[ 1

2d f Dot

MUENTER,
Colonel Air Corps,
Commanding.
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e INCOMING MESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES  FOR ACTIOAL a2\ .
v \O OFF ICE_DF "An.vmc SAFETY FOR INFO___OS
(\>\ \ . WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FILE

DATE 17 MARCH 1944

T.W. X, ' X TELEGRAM ADM NET

WU 14 LG GOVT MOODYEIELD GA 17 1210P

_~ CHAEF FLYING SAFETY AAF WN %
[ | Vi
,ynjce 1717002 FOLLOWING REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT ") ¢

’,J: }VSZBMITTED 16 NMARCH 21:05 E‘wT THREE FOURTHS MILE W MOODY
e o O : .
/‘. FFLD GA PD PILOT WILBUR F MCGINLEY 0819839 2ND LT AC  LAxa e U’ >

y "o
{AA 0\ WA 5

“ AAFEF TG MOODY DX FLD GA PD ENGINE FAILURE IMMEDIATELY f\D ¢ ¢

i/ “AFTER TAKE OFF AIRPLANE CRASHED AND BURNED PD PILOT gt

- e N
KILLED PD CO PTLOT RUSSELL E MURPHY 0823509 2ND LT AC
M‘ “

AAFEFTC MOODY FLD GA KlktED PD TRANSITICN TRAINING PD HIGH T::
SCATTERED CLOUDS VISIBILITY UNRESTRICTED WIND '
SSW FIVE MPH PD 41-1751 AT-10 AAFEFTC 464TH TEFTS MOODY \Q
FLD GA PD COMPLETE WRECK PF PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION L\
INDICATES MATERIAL FAILURE PD 310TH SuB DEPOT PD MINOR N
PD GROUP 1 ACCIDENT END HMO-S58 FROM MUENTER MOODY FIELD L\
0 SiIGsee - .
N ' o X (( (3 1‘ O S q\(-ﬂ \
”’ g - :
Qe < Qe L
| ‘ \ 5
L e | | € (e
#105/18042/8P
W, 5 / // 183281243 S
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s INCOMING MESSAGE - ’
? HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES - FOR ACTIONA S U
OFFJCE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO_O_ S

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CARQLINA  FOR FILE '

DATE__20 MARCH 1944

X ' T.W.X. - TELEGRAM i | ADM NET

WS V DC NR 41 PRIORITY
FROM ESTES AFAFS WASHINGTON D C 201335 2
TO CHIEF AFAFS WINSTON SALEM N C

-

BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT NO 4675

A 16 MARCH 44 2150 EWT

B 3/4 MILF WEST ™MOODY FLD GA

C "2ND LT W F MCGINLEY

D EFTC MOODY FLD GA

E TAKE=CFF ACCIDENT

F ENGINE FAILURE

G PILOT‘AND CNH=PILOT 2ND LT R E MURPHY -- FATAL

H TRANSITION TRNG

| HIGH SCATTERkD CLOUDS, VISIBILITY UNRESTRICTED, WIND SOUTH=
SOUTHWEST S MPH,

J AT-1C 41-1751 EFTC, MOODY FLD, GA

x

COMPLETE WRECK

M ENGINE FAILURE IMMEDIATELY AFTER TAKE-OFF-CRASHED AND BURNED,
N TELETYPE

° t i /
%J/ 1'6331/%{6 / 183284203
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FINCOMING MESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS+ ARMY AIR FORCES -  FOR ACTION AlU ¥
OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO Dig

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FILE
DATE 20 MARCH 1944

L | Twexe : TELEGRAM m ADM NET

WS V DC NR 41 PRIORITY
FROM ESTES AFAFS WASHINGTON DC 201335 2
TO CHIEF AFAFS VINSTON SALEW N C

e BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT NO 4€75

A 16 LARCH 44 2150 EWT

B 3/4 lILE WEST 1OODY FLD GA

C 2NL LT W F MCGINLEY

D EFTC MODDY FLD GA

E  TAKF-OFF ACCIDENT .

F ENGINE FAILURE

G PILOT AND CO=PILOT 2ND LT R E WMURPHY == FATAL
H -TRANSITIUN TRNG

| HIGH SCATTERED CLOUDS, VISIBILITY UNRESTRICTED, V.IND £OUTH-
SOUTHWEST S WPH.
J AT-1C 41-175%1 EFTC, MOCDY FLD, GA

K COWPLETE WRECK

Wi ENGINE FAJLURE IMMEBIATELY AFTER TAKE-OFF CRASHED AND GURNED,

N TELETYPE
#89/16€312/8P
(/(€/’ — / s U f _ 183281203
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BRIEF OF REPORT RECEIVED BY INTELLIGENCE BRANCE
PREVENTION AND I«VESTIGATION DIVISION

STATION Moody Pield, Georgia

PLANE AT-10, #41-1751

PILOT Vilbur P. VoGinley, 2nd Lt,

DATE 18 March 1944

RESUL? Airplane Orubod and Burned

NATURE Dw Possibly to Broken Fuel Pump Drive
REPORT STATES "Immediately following subject incident a

thorough exemination was made of the engire,
accessories and landing gear by oompetent per-
somel of the 310th Sub-depot, this stationm,
under the supervision of Lt. Rudolph Parrish,
Engineering Officer, which disolosed the adapter
assembly fuel pump drive of the left ongine was
broken. The inspection of the fuel pump housing
failed to disclose any evidenoe of that acoessory
receiving any blows whatsoever which would have
caused said drive shaft to break, either before
or as a result of the orash.”

REFERENCE PIINT 000.528

BRIEFED BY Norman F. Lane, lst Lt., A. C. X

Wk
S e
\)

RESTRICTED
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